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“Our environment is our future”
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EMPIRE OF THE BEETLE:

How HUMAN FoLLY AND A TINY BUG ARE
KILLING NORTH AMERICA’S GREAT FORESTS

From the late 1980s onwards, the bark beetle — an insect the size
of a rice kernel — killed more than 30 billion pine and spruce
trees from Alaska to New Mexico. Award-winning journalist
Andrew Nikiforuk explains how misguided science, out-of-control
logging, bad public policy and a hundred years of fire suppres-
sion created a volatile geography that, with the advance of global
warming, released the world’s oldest forest manager from its
natural constraints. He uses first-hand accounts and interviews
with entomologists, botanists, and rural residents to understand
uﬂugggfggggnmmm the real causes behind the epidemic.




