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Assessing and Protecting 
Groundwater at Risk 

    

Over 85% of  public and semi-public drinking water systems in 
northern BC use a ground water source.  Is this groundwater 
inherently safe from industrial and fecal contamination?  This 
seminar examines the current issues around assessing the safety 
of  groundwater.  Starting from the “first principles” of  
groundwater — surface water interaction and well hydraulics, we 
move to cover current professional practice in assessing, 
modeling, and implementing groundwater protection, including 
the new provincial policy on assessment of  groundwater at risk of  
containing pathogens.  These techniques are then applied in a 
case study assessment of  real wells in a local aquifer. 


