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THE DOUG LITTLE MEMORIAL LECTURE 
SERIES WAS INITIATED BY THE FACULTY 
OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRON-
MENTAL STUDIES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 
NORTHERN BRITISH COLUMBIA (UNBC) IN 
THE FALL OF 1996.  THIS ANNUAL EVENT 
COMMEMORATES THE LATE J.D. LITTLE, 
FORMER SENIOR VICE-PRESIDENT FOREST 
OPERATIONS, NORTHWOOD PULP AND 
TIMBER LIMITED.  DOUG WAS A FOUND-
ING SUPPORTER OF UNBC AND A RECIPI-
ENT IN 1986 OF THE DISTINGUISHED FOR-
ESTER AWARD FROM THE ASSOCIATION 
OF BRITISH COLUMBIA PROFESSIONAL 
FORESTERS.  DOUG LITTLE’S PHILOSOPHY 
WAS THAT WITH APPROPRIATE FOREST 
MANAGEMENT, THE RESOURCES OF THE 
FOREST CAN BE SUSTAINED FOR FUTURE 
GENERATIONS.  THE LECTURE SERIES IS 
SUPPORTED BY AN ENDOWMENT FROM 
NORTHWOOD PULP AND TIMBER LIMITED 
NOW CANFOR. 
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Abstract 
Of course Bob Dylan was right when he sang 
his prophetic tune, “The Times They Are A 
Changin”.    But what he might not have real-
ized in his poetically induced, melancholic 
state, was that he was forecasting the future 
of the forest industry in British Columbia.  
When it comes to our forests, ideologies have 
changed, values have changed, markets and 
products have changed and the state of 
knowledge about forests has changed. The 
entire span of my career from the time of Bob 
Dylan’s early poetry through to today has 
been marked by one constant—change! 
 

From the unique vantage point that the Chief 
Forester has, I have observed the politics and 
the practice of forestry wind around one an-
other over the last decade.  I have often said 
in recent years that the practice of forestry is 
often more fun than practicing the politics of 
forestry.  There are strong forces at play that 
will continue to shape and dictate future out-
comes for the forest sector in British Colum-
bia.  
 

In this address, I will speak to some of the key 
drivers that are shaping both the politics and 
the practice of forestry.   I will outline where 
we have arrived at this point in the journey 
and will then stray into the danger zone of 
predicting where I see us going in the future. 
 

 
THE QUALITIES OF OUR 
“TARGET GRADUATE” 

 
• ECOLOGICAL UNDERSTANDING 

• INTEGRATED THINKING AND 
SKILLS 

 
• EXPERIENCE AND WORK 

• ATTITUDE 

• PROBLEM SOLVING ABILITY 

• A BIG-PICTURE PERSPECTIVE 

• ETHICS AND PROFESSIONALISM 

• COMMUNICATIONS 

• CITIZENSHIP 
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Biography of Lecturer 

Larry Pedersen was appointed Chief Forester 
in September 1994.   
 

A graduate from the University of British Co-
lumbia with a Bachelor of Science in Forestry 
(B.Sc.F) in 1975, he became a registered Pro-
fessional Forester in 1977.   
 

During his career, he has advanced through a 
number of positions in the Forest Service and 
has also worked in the private sector. 
 

As Chief Forester, Mr. Pedersen is responsi-
ble for developing plans and programs to 
manage provincial forest and range lands, 
determining timber harvest levels for each 
timber supply area and tree farm licence in 
the province, and overseeing the develop-
ment and maintenance of the Forest Prac-
tices Code of British Columbia Act.  He also 
chairs or is a member of a number of provin-
cial and national committees and sits as a di-
rector on the FERIC (Forest Engineering Re-
search Institute of Canada) Board. 


