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e More citations = Greater impact

e No paywall, better for non-profits and makes work more accessible

e Better value for taxpayer dollars supporting research,

e Collaboration at different levels (local, provincial, national, or international)
e Control over intellectual property through copyright negotiations

e Grant agencies — Tri-Agency OA requirements

Open Access Spectrum

Platinum: Provides own OA facilities; free of charge
Gold: Provides own OA facilities; with fee

Green: Permits post-publication archiving

Pale Green: Permits pre-publication archiving
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https:// flatentsalution dpress.com/2018/07/16/open-science-series-open-access/

Grey — traditional subscription-based journal -- behind paywall
Green OA — can include hybrid journals

e Self-archiving, depositing articles in institution or subject repository
e Authors can archive unrefereed pre-prints or refereed post-prints

Gold OA — can also include hybrid

OA from publication, usually fee associated (APC)
Platinum/Diamond OA — not hybrid

.OA from publication, but no fee

OA journals are not free to produce. There are a variety of business models to cover costs
including:



e institutional subsidy if hosted by university, etc.

e advertising revenue

e author processing charges (APCs) or submission fees

e institutional memberships (ex. BioMed Central)

e priced edition (appears before OA edition)

e value-added services (alert services, DRM-free downloads, etc.)
e volunteer effort
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OA journals are not free to produce. There are a variety of business models to cover costs
including:

e institutional subsidy if hosted by university, etc.

e advertising revenue

e author processing charges (APCs) or submission fees

e institutional memberships (ex. BioMed Central)

e priced edition (appears before OA edition)

e value-added services (alert services, DRM-free downloads, etc.)
e volunteer effort

e Most common is APC, especially with for-profit publishers



Understanding Article Versions

What do students want (o know about Be ®
Weeary? : 4

Using stadent questions 10 direct
Information Bteracy sessions

Using stodent questions to direct
information literacy workshops

Pre-print — initial Post-print — final Publisher's

submission, no peer accepted version version/version of

review without layout, peer record — final copy
reviewed with layout

Alexandra Kohn. (2020), How can we make this better? Understanding and improving the copyright transfer agreement process. ABC Fall Speakers
Series, Used with permission.

e Green OA — pre- or post- print

e Version of record is usually associated with contracts

e Important for authors to be able to identify the different versions since different rights
are associated with each of these

e Important reminder to keep the different versions, especially your accepted manuscript
and to name them something you will recognize



Author Addendum

Statement that you retain certain rights to your work.
Download, fill in and attach to your publisher agreement.

SPARC Author Addendum

Scholar’s Addendum Generator on UNBC Library Website

Traditional publication agreements: all rights given to journal

Limits impact of work

Authors cannot reproduce, manipulate, or distribute work

Author Addendum

Legal instrument that modifies the publisher’s agreement and allows you to keep key
rights

Publisher may agree or not, but you’ll never get anything if you don’t ask



Predatory Publishers

® Publishers who profit on the gold OA author-
pay model with authors getting little or no
return.

® Questionable marketing and peer review
process

® Publishing in these journals may harm
academic credibility

® BUT

® Easy way to publish thesis or paper if not
interested in an academic career (similar to
vanity press)

Similar to email spammers

Often target inexperienced researchers, but evidence suggesting this not always the case
anymore as they are getting more sophisticated

o Increase publication count for career advancement, likely to be discovered during
tenure process which will damage your credibility
e May harm individual's academic integrity
¢ No copyediting and often no peer review
e Not always a bad thing (e.g., if you want to publish just to have it out there) but
often not helpful in academia

Infiltrate and damage integrity of academia

o Google Scholar metrics; dilute credibility of legitimate metrics if there is no gatekeeping
e Undermine credibility of scholarship
o Recent articles, sting operations, etc.



HOW TO ASSESS A JOURNAL

A.K.A. How not to publish in an undesirable journal

Key Things to Consider When Assessing a Journal*
*It's up to you to weigh these factors in order to make your decision.
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Institutional Repository
https://unbc.arcabc.ca/

Uity of Norhern itish Coumésa Irattuional Repritory [ cxumssa va conuaret 3]
o » Browse Collections » Faculty Research and Scholarship » Pacific aonnectiond for health, ecosyster and socety: New
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Pacific connections for health, ecosystems and society: New COPYRIGHT
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Choome the ctation k. Search UNBC's Digital Institutional Repository

Paries, M. W. [2016). Pacific Lonnections for Fealth, sasystems and sodity! Niw appraschis to i
Ripviques gn Erironmental Foalth, 3111), 135-130. dei:http:/idolorg/ 10, 151 5/reveh-2015-0067
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Find UNBC theses, scholarly research materials, and digitized
resources fram UNBC Library and Northern BC Archives.

Search AV Collections

e IR can be used for Green OA model

e to host pre-, post-prints or version of record, depending on copyright transfer
agreement

e GRANT COMPLIANCE

e Secondly, we should make some mention of when OA may not be a culturally
appropriate response, such as for some sensitive Indigenous materials, and how we can
restrict access within our IR as needed.



Scholarly Communication LibGuide

https://libguides.unbc.ca/scholarly-communication

UNMIVERSITY OF
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View complete hours

Gooftrey . Weber Library  Subject Geldes

Scholarly Communication  Achor Resources

Scholarly Communication: Author Resources

This guide wil uine what scholary Commeuncation & and it relton 1o Open Access

Author Processing Charges
(APCs)

Many journal pusiishers wil charge an
article processing charge (APC) or
PUbSCTON Tee N order for the authar 1o
publish thelr work in an open access
reposory, These faes are usually

a couple hundred 10 several ousand
dofars an aricle. Some publshers will
walve this fee or offer a discount on he
fee under some croumstances, usually
¥ e author is in financial need. Some
Instihusons will cover hese fees for the
author, UNBC offers 8 Publcason

e APC discounts on this page are kept up-to-date

UNBC APC Discounts
Currently the following pubiishers provide discounts 1o UNBC scholars for APCs:

American Chemical Joumal of Agricuiture. Food Systerns, and Community

Soclety Development
Cambridge University PLOS CAP
Pross

Canadian Science Sage

Publishing

Company of Biclogists Taylor and Francts
American Chemical Society offers Canadian Ressarch Knowicge Network (CREN-
affilated suthors 8 $250 USD st discount. APC discount &8 appled upon submission of

it A . it Skl Hnale bt Mn ] MRSt D nndins A e inlih fns

e Author addenda are also on this page

e UNBC can publish for free in two biology journals, but is discounted in other journals

Search

Heather Empey

Scholarly Communication LibGuide
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Scholarly Communication: Predatory Publishe
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Predatory Publishers

“Predatory open-access publshers are those that unprolessionally exploit the ois
open-access model for their own profit. That is 10 say, thay operate as scholarly vanity
presses snd publsh articles in exchange for T author fee. They are charncterized by
vanous levess of deception and lack of ransparency in ther operations ” - Jefirey Beal
On Predatory Putiishars, Chronicle of Hgher Educatson.

With the explosion of cnlise publishing and the rcreasing use of the auhor pay
businass model, predatory pUbshers Are bEcoming More common. Whan you are
Ovaluang a journal 1o determine If you anice is & geod M for T publication. don't
forget 10 spend some time evakiating the publisher, Simitarly, If you are invited % submit
10 & joumai or 10 bocome an editonal board Member, be Sure 10 critically evaluate the
pudiisher's legitimacy.

Collections & Acquisitions
Librarian

Heather Empey
L,



e Info on how to assess journals/publishers to avoid predatory publishers
e Can also email Heather for analysis of specific journal/publisher

Copyright LibGuide

https://libguides.unbc.ca/copyright

Geoffrey R. Weller Library

View complibe hour

Geoffrey R Weller Library | Subject Guldes | Copyright | Home

Copyright: Home Search

Copyright at UNBC

Thie UNBC. Cogyright Office serves the UNBC comenunity by prowiding information, Servicss., and soucation i hep faculty, stafl, and students remain compliant with Canadan copyright
law while focusing on isaching and research at UNEBC,

Copyright Documents Copyright Services Copyright Queries
+ [ Copyright Guidelines Thés UNBC Copyighl C®c ofiers many copyTight senioss. Thiss nchise
':‘“W ‘Guidlnes for UNBC # Fmviewing Course Sylabl .
Facuity, Staff and Shudents » Providing copyright education and halp with copyrghi-rélated questions
+ [B Fair Dosting Guidennes Sand an small ar schedule an sppoirtment
UNBG Far Daaling Guidsines « Croting POF copis and permansnt links for Blackbaard
= Aranging pormmissions, Scenses, and copyrighl clearance
+ CAMT Guidelings far th Uss of « Teaching workshops & answering indhidual copyright quenes

o Focus of this LibGuide is copyright for teaching purposes, but also includes general
information about copyright

o Can also contact Barb or myself for assistance in reviewing copyright transfer licenses or
adding author addenda when negotiating with publishers
e Not legal advice, but can help decipher meaning



Discussion questions

What are your concemns What kind of support What has your
about OA or copyright? would help resolve your experience been with
concerns? OA journals/books?

How prevalent is OA in What new initiatives
your discipline? would you like to see in
OA publishing?

Comments:

“As someone beginning publishing journey, this system is complicated and it is good to see there are
supports to navigate those waters.”

“Disturbing stories about authors that sign away their rights—this advocates for protecting yourself so
you can share information and get greater use out of your work.”

“Commonality of OA in engineering? Same as most of the other sciences. Only paid for by Dean are
association journals.”

“Everything is volunteer time in publishing journals, the publisher makes money.”

“It’s interesting to look at who is paying. We pay as taxpayers/as an institution to publish and then pay
to access (we pay twice).”

Q: “all three of the primary research funding bodies in Canada - CIHR, NSERC and SSHRC -
implemented a harmonized open access policy in 2015 ... what impacts have Librarians seen
flowing from this”

A: “Short answer, not very much. Because of APC model, we have seen authors looking around
to find funding. We're in the transition phrase towards more traditional share pf scholarly
knowledge between communities. This is a push from Europe to move towards single payment
systems. Causing transformative licenses--to pay for publishing and not for the read.”

Q: Is the notion of "prestige" publishers still a factor in OA advocacy? Does this notion play out
in tenure and promotion processes?



A: I don't think so, but this is a better question answered by Deans. Provost says that is
shouldn’t but it does. Likely due to appearance of more stringent processes and better global
circulation (impact factors).

“There are about 35 libraries including UNBC that help to provide publishing systems and
infrastructure to make journals in areas where there is insufficient coverage. This is a Canada-
wide re-envisioning of what in the early scholarly publishing looks like in Canada. “

“Impact factors are problematic because they're not a clear mathematical measurement.”

Q: “What are the costs for publishers if everything is a volunteer process? Journals are not really
printed anymore.”

A: Somebody has to do editing and organize the journal, so there are costs, which is a challenge
in the OA access—many editors are women that are underpaid. That is an issue in itself, but it
is now a question of if profits are needed on top of cost-neutral improvement in a fair wage
environment.

“There are costly publishers, but in group work it is helpful to have many editors to make
research look coherent. In self-publishing, the costs also add up given how much work is
needed for everything to come together.”

“Libraries want to pay for content, they want to fund that content, even if it's freely available—
to help continue to make these models sustainable.”

“Libraries want transparency and fair prices—fees seem arbitrary and at the whim of the
commercial publishers.”

“I'had to pay $1/line for an online search for articles in the early 80's—accessing academic
information has transformed greatly sine the 1980s”

“I've only considered purchasing articles when it's a topic where little information is available
and there is not much choice. Thankfully, in my field now (Biology)-- that doesn't happen often.
But for some obscure topics in the social sciences--this was a common issue for me.”

Q: “Is this issue (little info available, paying for articles is an expectation) discipline-specific?”

A: “Yes, a small contributing piece. E.g., Medical journal APCs are very expensive where some
social sciences are much lower or non-existent”

e “Agreed, we don't have much choice really”
e Inareas where there is money, there are higher associated costs but in areas with less
funding the costs are more frugal

“Google has changed availability—databases are bypassed often now with Google scholar, an
underfunded arm of Google”

“Many comments regarding ignoring articles with paywalls, because there is so much out there”



ILL (Interlibrary loans) also aid in information accessibility subject to agreements that libraries
have with journals. Especially helpful during the lockdown.

"The less gratis availability of a discipline's articles on the web (according to 0aDOlI), the greater
the coverage on Sci-Hub (tucked away in Russia, breaks copyright laws, but has major
publications." elifesciences.org/articles/32822

Resources:

e Book-down versions—not easy to do—UNBC may have found one, TBD
e Knowledge Unlatched—Libraries put money towards it to fund it to make it freely
available. Library “adopts” the publication


https://elifesciences.org/articles/32822

